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Serious Conſiderations. _ 
. ON THE SEVERAL 


Hicn Durixs, Sc. 


HERE has been Wiel a current 
Report, that the Eaſt- India Com- 
; pany propoſed to advance, this 
Tear, a Million of Money to the Govern- 
ment, at a low Rate of Intereſt; in Com- 
penſation of which they were to obtain an 
Act of Parliament to prevent the Running 
Wow 
The monſtrous Height to which this 
illegal Practice was grown, and the Da- 
mage which the Publick ſuſtained by it, 
very apparently deſerved the Atbentiiin of 
our Miniſtry. But when the Point came 
to be conſidered, they ſaw, that if the 
Duty on Tea was lowered, ſo as to pre- 
vent the Running it, the preſent Revenue 
muſt be greatly diminiſhed ; and on the o- 
ther Hand the Company found, that if too 
much Regard was had to ſupporting the - 


preſent Revenue ariſing from this Day "| 
en 


\ 
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then their Expectations would not be af- 
ſwered. And thus this Propoſal came to 
nothing. . 


I mention all this only as Matter of pu- 


blick Report; whether true or falſe I will 


not enquire, tho' I think it very probable 
that ſomething of this Nature was in Agi- 


tation. . 
However, this led me into the many Re- 
flections upon the Running of other Mer- 
chandiſes in general, as well as Teas in par- 
ticular, the great Inconveniences and Hard- 


ſhips which Trade lies under from extra- 


yagant. high Duties, the Penalties of the 


Law, the many Oaths required of Mer. 


chants at the Cuſtom-Houſe ; and theſe 
Reflections put me upon thinking of ſome 
Scheme, which might not only remedy 
the above mentioned Inconveniences, but 
bring with it likeways other conſiderable 
Advantages. What this Scheme is, the 


the following Sheets ſhall explain more at 


large. I will only beg Leave to premiſe, in 


a few Words, that as I have expreſſed my 


Sentiments very freely, with no Deſign to 
pleaſe or diſpleaſe a Party, no ExpeRation 
or Deſire of Reward, or View to my own 
Intereſt, in any Reſpect, I ſhall hope to 
meet with a candid Reception from the 
Publick. | 

[1729 A Pro- 


WE 

A Project of ſo extenſive a Nature; 
and of ſuch Conſequence to the Publick, 
may probably meet with many Difficulties 
in the Execution, which I have neither 
| foreſeen nor perhaps am capable of remov- 
ing, but I ſhall eſteem myſelf amply re- 
warded for my preſent Pains, if I have 
laid a Foundation for the Benefit of the 
Kingdom in general, and its Trade in 
particular, and ſhall leave it to abler Heads 
and Hands to raiſe the Superſtructure, and 
grace it with what Ornaments they pleaſe, 
[ So much by Way of Introduction. 
I ſhall begin with the Article of running 
Tea, and ſhew how this pernicious Prac- 
tice may be ſtopped, to the Benefit of the 
Publick, the Eaſt-India Company, the 
Trader in that Commodity, and the Cons 
ſumer of it. | * 

Since the Exciſe Duty of 4 6. per Pound 
on Tea was laid, it brought in an Average, 
as I am informed, 130000 J. a Vear into 
the Exchequer ; and if the Conſumption 
was to be computed from that Quantum, it 
would amount to no more than. 650000 
Pounds. | 14 
But the real Conſumption vaſtly exceeds 
this Computation. This is a Truth well 
| known to thoſe who are converſant in that 
Trade. However, to make it evident be- 
: | 5 yond 
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yond all Diſpute, I ſhall relate one ſingle 
2 0- „ Fo ET 
Some Years ago, the "Treaſurer of the 
'Faſt-India Company received an anony- 
mous Letter from Holland, which he de- 
livered to the then Directors, by which it 
was intimated to him, that tlie Running 
of Tea was become ſo very much in Prac- 
| tice, that the Writer ſaid, he knew one 
| Perſon in the Province of: Zealand, who 
exported yearly for England, by Way of 
| Smuggling, no leſs than Half a Million of 
| Pounds ; and that, if the DireQors would 
enquite, they ſhould find it to be fo : 'Tho' 
this ſeemed incredible to them, yet upon 
Enquiry they were convinced of the Truth 
of it; for they were informed, that ſuch 
a Perſon there was in that Province, who, 
ſome few Years before, had been but a com- 
mon Engliſh Sailor, was now married there 
to a Woman who kept a China Shop, 
and had ſo well managed Affairs, by his 
Running Trade to England, that he was 
in as creditable a Way as any Merchant 
whatſoever: They found that the Quanti- 
ty of Tea, which he was ſuppoſed to ex- 
port to England, had not been at all mag- 
nified by Report, but, as they believed, 
was really greater than had been repreſen- 
ted; that he had four Sloops of his own, 
11 which 
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which he employed in that Way ; and that 


he had more Euincas and other Engliſh 
Specie in his Houſe, than they Ä —— 


any Banker (the Bank only excepted) in 


all England. beſides; and that he conſtant- 
ly ſs on that Trade. 

The Directors acquainted the Miniſter 
with it, who, to his Sorrow, could not 
prevent it. This I do not ſay by Way of 
Reflection upon the Miniſter ; for tho' he 
had had nothing elſe to mind, and had 
been never ſo careful and induſtrious, yet 


he could not hinder it, or put a Stop to it. 


Some Merchants will venture, where they 
can double. or treble their Capital, and 
all the Art of Man won't be able to hinder 


them : What happened many Years ago in 
Holland plainly demonſtrates it. 


IT be French Ambaſſador complained to 


the Prince of Orange, that the Merchants 


of Amſterdam, contrary to Law, had 


ſhipped off ſome Arms for Spain; he, as 
Stadtholder, enquired into it, and then 


told the Ambaſſador, That where the Pro- 


fit was ſo great, the Merchants would fetch 


Arms out of Hell, andeven venture to 

burn their Clothes; and that, with all his 

Power, he could not prevent it. 1 
That the Running of Tea, therefore, is a 


common Practice, I think, cannot be de- 


nied. 


nied. But if, after all, any of my Rea- 
ders ſhould doubt it, let me refer him to 
the many Seizures which we ſee mention- 
ed in our Daily Papers; and let him conſi- 
der how many People are-employed, what 
Diſorders are produced by this Smuggling 
Trade; how often Wounds, and even 
Murders do enſue. Therefore every Man, 
who has the Good of his Country at Heart, 
ought to be deſirous of putting a Stop to 
ſuch an Evil. N 
In order to it, I humbly propoſe, that 
the Exciſe Duty of 4 s. per Pound, on 
Tea, be repealed ; and that, inſtead of it, 
the Duty may be raiſed upon every Fami- 
ly in England which drinks Tea, the high= 
eſt 20 5. and the loweſt 5 5. a Year, to be 
taxed in Proportion to the Number of Per- 
ſons in each Family; and that of all pu- 
blick Houſes which fell Tea in Liquor, 
thoſe in the City of London, and Weft- 
minſter, pay 5 I. a Year, and in all other 
Places in England 40 Shillings. 
But then, will it be ſaid, how ſhall we 
know what Families drink Tea, for it 
Would be hard to lay a Tax upon thoſe 
ho do not ? 1 

To this I reply, in general, that no 
Scheme can be thought of, from which an 
univerſal Good is expected, but what will, 
b _ at 
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at the ſame Time, be liable to ſome Diffi- 
culties. However, to avoid this particular 


Inconvenience mentioned in the * preſent 
Scheme, I would propoſe, that every Of- 


| ficer, who is to levy this Tax, ſhould be 
impowered, by Act of Parliament, to make 


every Head of a Family take his Oath, 
(which he ſhould have ready printed by 
him) whether he, or any of his Family, 
to his Knowledge, drunk Tea, directly or 
indirectly, in his Houſe, during the whole 


Year, and that this and no more ſhould be 
required; but that, if the contrary could 
be plainly proved, a ſevere Penalty ſhould 
be laid on the Offender, ſuch as the Parlia- 


ment ſhould think fit. _— 
If this Method ſhould not be approved, 


I ſhould hope ſome other might be thought 
of, more ſuited to the Happineſs and Eaſe 
of my Fellow-Subjects, which is the ſole 


t . 
I now proceed, to ſhew the Benefit 
which may ariſe from this Way of collec- 


ting this Duty, to the ſeveral Branches in- 
tereſted therein. 


| I. It will immediately, ipſo facto, hin⸗ 
der the Running of any Sorts of Tea; for 
where no Profit is, there no Running will 


be, which muſt be a vaſt Advantage. 


B : II. It 
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IE. It wil be a great Relief and Quiet 
to all Dealers in and Sellers of Tea, who 
are now liable to have their Warehouſes 


and Shops ſearched and viſited by any of 


the Exciſe-Officers who take it into their 
Heads, under Pretence of Information, to 
come at Night, or any other unſeaſonable 
Time; when their real Intention is rather to 
pick the Pocket of the Trader, than to do 
their own Duty. Beſides, the Traders muſt 
now keep Books, of which ſome are ſcarce 
capable; but, according to my Scheme, e- 
very Thing of this Nature would be en- 
tirely avoided; for, as there could be no 


Running, there could be no Suſpicion of 


their having ſuch Goods in their Houſes 
or in their Shops. 


III. The Eaft-India Compi would be 


great Gainers thereby; for they would be 
the ſole Venders of all the Tea conſumed 
in GEreat- Britain, which is computed at 
no leſs than i500000 Pounds a Year, and 


what a prodigious Addition this would 
make to their preſent annual Sale, may be 
very eaſily computed. 


IV. All the Conſumers of Tea will find 


their Account in it. For, as the Duty now 


ſtands, and the advanced Price which the 
Tea-Sellers raiſe, above the Duty, may 


well be computed to amount, upon the or- 


dinary, 
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dinary, to 5 & and upon the better Sort 


of Tea to 6 5. they will buy it for ſo much 
leſs; for one Pound, now ſold at 9 s. will 


then be got for 4.5. and the Shopkeeper will 


et more in Proportion, for he needs not 
= out ſo great a Stock, nor give his Cuſ- 
ſtomers ſo much Credit, as when the Du- 
ty was upon it. By this it is plain, that 
ſuch a Family, as is taxed at 5 f. a Year, 
gains whatever it conſumes above one 


Pound; and ſo the Families, 1 tax 


ed, in Proportion. 


Laſtly. As to the Publick: who have 
now received, by a Computation i in an A- 


verage 130000 J. a Year, it is my Opinion, 
that this new Method will vaſtly increaſe 
that Sn. 

But ſuppoſing the Matter ſhould prove 
otherways : Suppoſing this new Method 
( contrary to all reaſonable Expectation) 
ſhould not, for Seven Years, advance the 
yearly Sum of 130000 J. ſtill the Publick 
need not be a Loſer: For in this Caſe I 
would propoſe, that the Ba/t-India Com- 


pany ſhould make up the Deficiency to the 


Publick : And, on the other Hand, if the 
new Method propoſed ſhould be found to 
anſwer more than the Sum of 130000 /. 
then the Benefit would be intirely to the 


Pablick, The great Increaſe of the Quan- 


tity 
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tity of Goods, which the Company would | : 
by this Means annually ſell at their Can- 
dle, would ſufficiently encourage them to 
venture an Engagement to the Publick, . to 
ſupply any Deficiency which might ariſe. 
Former Directors, I know, would very wil- 
lingly have done it; and there is no Rea- 
ſon to think, that the preſent Gentlemen 
have the Company's Intereſt leſs at Heart, 
or would ſhew leſs publick Spirit than 
their Predeceſſors. 
Add to all theſe Advantages, already 
mentioned, one other ſtill, which muſt 
plainly accrue to the Publick (and which 
is a very conſiderable one) if this Scheme 
ſhould take Place. 'There would need no 
additional Officer, but, on the contrary, 
many might be diſmiſſed, who are now 
employed in looking out to prevent the 
Running, and in plaguing the Dealers in 
Tea by various Methods. For this 'Tax 
will be eaſily collected by the very People 
that collect the Window-Tax. | 
Having done with the Article of 'Tea, I 
ſhall paſs on to another much more mate- 
rial, and of a much more general Conſe- 
quence, Here, indced, I find myſelf under 
the greateſt Difficulties, as I am now to 
_combat with the general Prejudice and 
Opinion of the greateſt Part of the King 
om. 
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dom; 'The very Mention of the Word 
will at once be apt to ſtartle and alarm my 
Readers ; and yet I hope to convince 
thoſe, who will pleaſe to diveſt them- 
ſelves of all preconceived Notions, and 
judge of Things, not by their Names, but 
their Nature, that a General Exciſe, odi- 
ous as it may ſound, is not only neceſſary, 
but would really be beneficial: I do not 
mean ſuch an Exciſe as was intended, or 
preſumed to be intended, by a Bill brought 
into Parliament about Ten Years ago, for 

this I always looked upon as deſtrutive of 
the Good of the Subject in many eſſential 
Points, and therefore was as heartily zea- 

lous againſt hat Bill, as it then ſtood, as 

any Man in the three Kingdoms. But a 
General Exciſe, in another Shape, is what 

Iam now an Advocate for, and I take up- 

on me to ſay (with an Appeal to every 
Merchant in the Nation for the Truth of 

it) that, without ſome ſuch Thing, the 
Trade of Great-Britain cannot poſſibly 
flouriſh, or indeed well ſubſiſt, under ſuch 
heavy Loads of Duties as the ſeveral 
Branches are at preſent charged with ; but 
the French, the Dutch, and all other 
Nations, muſt be able to run away with it 
from us. LR | 


= 
5 q 
i Z 
! 
| 

l 


Before 


lay down, the two firſt of theſe Objections 
can | 
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Before I open my own Scheme, I would 
beg Leave to obſerve how intirely it dif- 
fers from that which was propoſed ten 
Years ago. At that Time, indeed, only 
two Commodities were mentioned, name- 
ly, Wine and Tobacco. But People na- 
turally apprehended, that if the Bill had paſ- 
{ed reſpecting theſe, every other Branch of 
Trade would by Degrees have been brought 
under the like Law. This it was which 


made the Oppoſition ſo ſtrong, ſo general, 
and, at the ſame Time, ſo reaſonable. 


As much and as well as I can recollect 


from what e £64 written a- 
gainſt this Genera ſe, (for ſo we muſt 
call it) there were chiefly three Things al- 


ledged. Firſt, An Increaſe of the Civil 


Liſt. Secondly; A moſt intolerable and vex- 
atious Search, which every Man would be 


ſubject to who dealt in exciſable Com- 


modities. And, thirdly, a great Increaſe 


of Exciſe- Officers, in that Caſe neceſſary 
to hinder Frauds. 0p 


Theſe were the grand Objections againſt 


that Bill, and they were preſſed at that 
Time, in many Pamphlets, with ſuch Force 
of Reaſon and Argument, that little could 
be replied. But, in the Scheme which I ſhall 
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can have no Place, and the laſt will be ab⸗ 
ſolutely reverſed. 

My Propoſal, in ſhort, is this, That 
there be i one ſingle Exciſe-Duty over 
all Great Britain, and that upon Hovsts. 
As for England alone, excluſive of Scotland 
and J/ales (to which I reſerve myſelf to 
ſay ſome Thing hereafter) the Number of 
Houſes, upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, amounts 
to no leſs than 1200000 ; ; and, according 


to the common Computation, every Houſe, 


being reckoned at ſeven Perſons, makes in 
all 8400000 Souls. 

Now, conſider only what a Number of 
Things muſt be uſed by every one of theſe, 
for which high Duties are paid, if imported 
from abroad, or high Exciſes, if of our 
own Produce: and conſider too what an 
additional Price the Seller of every Com- 


modity will exact from the Conſumer upon 


the Score of Duty and Exciſe; refle& 


like ways upon the numerous Articles which 


every Family actually pays for, ſuch as Soap, 
Candles, Windows, (and what is the moſt 
conſiderable of all) Malt and Land; and 


then judge if 1 am miſtaken in my Calcu- 
lation, when I ſuppoſe that every one of 


the 8, 400, ooo Perſons, above computed, 

pays in an Average 40s. a Year, without 

being a Penny the better "mw it, either as 
to 


THY. 
to Victuals or Clothing. And yet, acs 
cording to this Calculation 16800000 L. 
will in Effect be raiſed upon the Subject. 
That the moſt wealthy and moſt ſubſtan- 
tial Part of any Nation ſhould bear the 


greateſt Part of the Burden, is certainly 


moſt reaſonable, but as ſeldom put in Prac- 
tice: But it is a Conſequence of the Me- 
thod I propoſe ; and thus I prove it. 
I will ſuppoſe, that, in the foregoing 
Computation of 1200000 Houſes, there 
may be 100000. at ſeveral Times uninha- 
bited ; it would be unreaſonable to ex- 
they remain ſuch. ts 
Next, I would fix upon 500,000 Hou- 


ped that they ſhould pay Duty whilſt 


Tes, which we may ſuppoſe inhabited by 


the loweſt and pooreſt Sort of People ; 


from theſe I would expe& no Duty, that 


thereby their Labour might become ſo 


much the cheaper, and the Goods, which 
are the Produce of their Labour, might, 
by this Means, be ſold at as low, or even 


a lower Rate than can be afforded by o- 
ther Nations; for I do not know any 


Country in Europe, where the pooreſt do 


not pay ſome Tax or other ; whereas, by 


the preſent Scheme, thoſe of this Kingdom 


After 


would be abſolutely free, 
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After this Deduction of Houſes, there will 
ſtill remain 600000, which are to pay the 


whole Duty, not including Parochial Char- 
ges, or the Poor's Rate, which, being 
Things of a different Nature, belong to e- 


very Pariſh in particular, and are not com- 
rehended in the General Scheme, but are 


loft as they were. 


Let us ſee. now whether from theſe 
600000 Houſes may not be raiſed a ſuffi- 


cient Revenue to anſwer the Uſes of the 
| Publick. But before we enter upon this, 


we muſt compute a little what the Publick 
really wants. I would be underſtood to 
make this Computation on Suppolition that 
Providence may ſoon be pleaſed to bleſs us 
With an honourable Peace, that the Inte- 
reſt of the Houſe of Auſtria being once ef- 


fectually ſettled, we may not in Haſte be 
under a Neceflity of intermeddling ſo much 


again with the Affairs of the Continent, 
and be driven to find out Funds for ſuch 
immenſe Sums of Money as have lately been 
raiſed, and (to the great Detriment of the 
Nation) partly ſpent abroad. 

The Queſtion therefore is, What are the 
Exigencies of the State in Times of Peace ? 


O 4 I. His 


18 J 


. His Majeſty s Civil Liſt, * | 
mounting to- T. 8000056 
II. Intereſt-Money to Ailbbarge 
the 8 Debt, near, but 
not ful! — - = * 2000000 
III. Money fo the current Ser- 
vice of the Year = - = - 2200000 
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In all 5,000,000 
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Ia order to raiſe this Money, I would 
55 that a Duty of 10 T. a Year 
ſhould be laid upon every Houſe, which, 
upon the 600000 Houles, would amount 
to 6000000 L. 
That I do not mean the fame Sum of 
10 T. to be levied upon every ſingle indi- 
vidual Houſe, I preſume every Body will un- 
derſtand ;I ſuppoſe only, that ſo much Mo- 
ney may be raiſed upon the whole. 

There will be a Difficulty in fixing the 
Proportion for cach Houſe, but this Diffi- 
culty might be got over, by the Govern- 
ment's procuring an Eſtimate of the reſpec- 
tive Rent of theſe Houſes. And as the In- 
babitants would, by this Means, be diſ- 
charged from paying any Duties whatever, 
but ſuch as are merely Parochial, they 
would have no Reaſon to complain if ſuch 


an Eſtimate was made. For I believe they 
3 would 


T »» ] 


would find, that there would be a conſis 


derable Saving to every Family, by pay- 


ing one Duty. only, in lieu of the many 


Which they now pay. 


The Method I would point out for col- 


lecting this Duty, is, That every Houſe 


in England, which is either let for, or in- 
habited by its Owners, worth 200 J. a Year, 
or upwards, or where the Inhabitant is in 
Poſſeſſion of a real Eſtate of 1000 J. a Year, 
or more, let the Houſe he liveth in be 
great or ſmall, ſhould pay 100 J. and that 


all Houſes may be ranged in their ſeveral 
Claſſes, the loweſt at 5 J. and the middle 
Ones in Proportion, with the Addition of 


real Eſtates annexed to them. This is in 


general my Notion of laying this Duty. 

Thus the above 6000000 J. might be 
eaſily raiſed; and as the Government, 
by the above Computation, only 'wants 


5000000, the Overplus, and whatever 
hereafter, by the Reduction of Intereſt, may 


be ſaved (and the Plenty of Money would 


ſoon, of itſelf, occaſion the Reduction of 
Intereſt, without any Force or Compulli- 
on) ſhould go to the Sinking Fund, to- 


wards diſcharging the national Debt. 
The ſame Sinking Fund would have a 


very conſiderable Addition, if the Legiſla- 


ture ſhould think fit to charge all the Hou- 
les in J/ales and Scotland, which have nor 


been 
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been yet mentioned, (after the ſame De: 
duction of thoſe inhabited by the Poor) 
with the Half of what thoſe in England 
pay, which muſt amount to a conſiderable 


Sum; for, according to the beſt Account, 
there are in Sc9t/and about 250000 Hou- 
ſes, and in Wales above 150000, If all 


this was faithfully laid out in clearing the 
publick Debt, it would be ſurpriſing to ſee 
how much it would be leſſened in the ſhort 
Space of ten or twelve LVeare. 
If, in future Times, the Publick ſhould 
want to raiſe a greater Sum for the current 
Services of the Year, it might eaſily be 


procured by adding to every Million they 


wanted, one ſixth Part upon every Houſe; 
and ſuch an Addition would be raiſed 


within the Year ; a Thing greatly deſirable 


by every Body; and the Want of which 


has been the Cauſe of our preſent Debt. 


Before I diſmiſs this Subject, I think it 


Incumbent upon me to remove one Objec- 


tion, which may probably, and with ſome 
Shew of Reaſon, be made, 1g. that, by 


thus ſecuring. ſix Millions to be annually. 


raiſed for any determinate Number of Years, 


we ſhall make it nnneceſlary to have a Sef- 
ſion of Parliament every Year; and fince 


this would be apparently detrimental to 
the Subject, as it might prevent Redreſs 
of Grievances, and tend to make the Crown 


more 
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more independent on the People than is 


nience) that only 6 J. on a Houſe ſhould 
be fixed, to be certainly raiſed every Year, 


lemn Manner, engage itſelf, that, if ever 
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2 
conſiſtent with the Conſtitution, I would 
propoſe (in order to obviate this Inconve- 


and the remaining 4 J. ſhould be annually 
granted by Parliament, for anſwering the 
Exigences of the current Year, in the ſame 
Manner as the Land and Malt Tax are at 
proſeng gn l. 
And now give me Leave modeſtly to 
hint what I would have the Legiſlature do 
towards the Furtherance of this Scheme. 
I would humbly propoſe, that the Par- 
liament ſhould, firſt of all, in the moſt ſo- 


there ſhould be a Deficiency in the Duty 
upon Houſes, the Intereſt ſhould, previ- 
ouſly, and before any 'Thing elſe, be faith- 
fully paid to the ſeveral Proprietors of the 
publick Debts; for which the whole Re- 
venue ſhould ſtand engaged. 0 

Next, I would have them provide, that 
all Acts of Parliament which ever paſled, 
and laid any Duty whatſoever; all penal 
Laws, either upon Goods imported, or 
Goods now under the Burden of Exciſe, 
and conſequently all Forfeitures to be le- 
vied by any of the ſaid Acts, ſhould be 
repealedl. 4 
The only Act, which I would have re- 
| | .main 


main in Fakes, i is that moſt' A Bul- 


wark of our Trade, the Act of Navica- 


ION ; and even here I would have a ſmall 


Alteration made, the preſent Practice be- 
ing a Hardſhip on the Subject, by which 
many an innocent Perſon has ſuffered 
wrongfully; I mean, in Relation to the 
Clauſe by which Owners of Ships are liable 
to Forfeiture for Crimes committed by 
Maſters or Sailors, which they themſelves 
Know nothing of, or, if they did, would 
not be able to hinder. - This is the only 
Alteration which I think requiſite ; for, ſup- 


poſing that Clauſe to be left out, I look | 


upon his Act, as the beſt which ever paſt 
for the Beneſit of Trade. 

If the Parliament ſhould approve of this 
Scheme, and paſs ſome Act or Acts to 
theſe Purpoſes, let us examine what Be- 
nefit would thereby accrue to the Nation 
in general, and to its ineſtimable Branch 
of Trade in particular. 

As to the Firſt, many of the loweſt 
Rank among the People would be intirely 
free from paying any Duty whatſoever ; 
and all thoſe, who would be obliged once 
2 Year to pay a Tax upon their Dwelling- 


Houſes, would not only find a great Eaſe | 


by paying but one ſingle Duty, but allo a 
great Profit, by paying, in the whole, mach 
leſs than they did before. ai 
As 
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As to Trade, all Duties being aboliſhs 


ed, it would intirely prevent all Manner 
of Running, and hinder the Ruin of many 
Thouſands of poor unhappy Creatures, 


which have been, or are ſtill employed in 


the Smuggling Trade; and, I think, there 


were once, at the ſame Time, no leſs than 
fifteen or ſixteen Thouſand in the ſeveral 


Goals in England; now, if this Scheme 
ſhould take Place, I ſnhould hope, for their 
Sakes, that the Legiſlature would ſhew 
Mercy to thoſe now in Goal for the fame 
Crime, and annex an Act of Grace in their 
Favour. ' - | ” Ila 
It would ſet the Merchant and Shop- 
keeper free from a Multitude of falſe and 
vexatious, or frivolous Informations, which 
may now be lodged againſt them. For, if 
this Scheme take Place, Nobody will be 
impowered to vilit their Dwellings, Ware- 
And, as the Duty upon Merchandize 
1mported from abroad, as well as upon our 
own exciſable Goods, amounts, in an A- 
verage, to above 50 per Cent. it would en- 


able the Merchant, as well as Shop and 


Warehouſe-Keeper to trade with Half the 


Stock, and make his Profit the ſame, or 
rather increaſe it, in Proportion to the leſ- 


ſer Sum for which he can purchaſe the ſame 
Commodity. This would make Money 
| | more 
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more plenty, and of conſequence greatly || 
help to reduce the national Intereſt. n 
It would alſo encourage the great Mer- 
chants, when they buy any Goods upon 
Speculation, as they call it, to keep the 
ſaid Goods at home, and employ their 
own Warchouſes; whereas, as the Caſe 
now ſtands, they are in Prudence obliged 
to ſhip off ſuch Goods, as are intitled to a 
Drawback of zo, 40, and even more per 
Gent. for Holland, or other Places, wheres 
by Dutch Ships are not only benefited, 
but we pay Commiſſion, Warehouſe- Room, 
and other incidental Charges, which our 
own People might put in their own Poc- 
kets, and have the Goods in their own 


* 


Poſſeſſion. | | 1 * 
That all Prohibitions are in general 
hurtful, has ever been my Opinion, and 
L don't queſtion but moſt Merchants ſo far 
agree with me, tho' there may be Caſes 
where Neceſſity will call for them. 
Ok the two chief Prohibitions now in 

Force, viz. of all Eaſt-India Goods, and 
of wearing Eaſt- India Callicoes, the Firſt 
was procured by that great Stateſman the 
Earl of Hallifax, when Mr, Montague, 
towards the latter End of King Milliam's 
Reign What Good this has done, I leave 
others to judge. But this I know, that 
this very Nobleman declared to a _ 
98 21 0 
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of Credit, who told it me; that, in all 
his Lifetime, he had never done any Thing 


which he ſo ſincerely repented of; but it 
was now grown ſo popular, tho without 


Reaſon, among the Weavers, and others 


of the inferior Sort, that it would be dan- 
gerous to attempt to repeal it. 
The Act for prohibiting the wearing of 
Callicoes was ſo lately paſt, that it is al- 
moſt freſh in every Body's Memory ; it is 
certain it has done a World of Harm to 


| ſome of the Manufactures of England, and 


particularly to the City of Norwich, for 
Whole Benefit it was chicfly intended. Of 


this I am fully convinced; the very People 


of the City are now ſenſible of it them- 
ſelves; and one of the chief Promoters 


confeſſed before he died, that he found it 


one of the worſt that ever paſſed. The 
Reaſon is, the Prohibition of Callicoes, 
here at home, made them more plenty in 
foreign Markets, where there uſed to be a 
Demand for Norwich Stuffs; and when 
the People abroad found that they could 


purchaſe Callicoes (which had the Advan- 


tage of being new every Time they were 
waſhed ) for a ſmall Matter more than 
they could procure Noreich Stuffs, they 


choſe rather to get into the Wear of this 


cleaner and neater Apparel ; and thus there 
became little or no Demand for our Stuffs 
95 D abroad, 
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abroad, and conſequently, by Degrees, a 
Decay of the Manufacture at home. 

But, beſides the Damage which it did to 
ſome of the Manufactures in this Country, 


| the Revenue loſt. above 50000 J. a Year 


by it, notwithſtanding which it ſtill ſtands 


„ unrepealed. Therefore the Legiſlature 


ought to be very cautious how they lay a 
Prohibition, unleſs there appears an abſo- 
Jute Neceſſity. n 
Another very great Advantage which 
this Scheme will produce, if paſſed into a 
Law, and which is of a much more ſeri- 


of falſe Oaths, which are daily made at 
the Cuſtom-Houſe and Exciſc-Office ; for 
'Oaths are ſo wonderfully multiplied by the 
Penal Laws, and withal grown ſo very 
familiar, that it is a long Time ago paſt in- 
fo a Proverb in the City, to lay, It is but 
a Cuſtom-Houſe Oath ; in ſuch a light 
Manner are they taken; and how many 
are proved to be falſe, W/eſtminiſter- Hall 
r 9 

There is one remarkable Oath which is 
laid upon all ſuch as ſhip off Goods, where 
a Drawback is to be received ; every Ex- 


8 is made out; and it is of ſuch a 
Nature, that no Man can do it with 
Truth; ſo that, when it was firſt required 
þ 5 „ 
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ous Nature, is the preventing a Multitude 


orter is obliged to take it when his De- 
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ſeveral Merchants, who had a Regard to 
what they were to ſwear, remonſtrated a- 


gainſt it, tho' without Succeſs; the Oath 
was to be crammed down, or no Draw- 


back to be had. : 
This Oath in Subſtance runs thus; you 


ſwear that the Goods mentioned in the De- 
benture are ſhipped off, either for your 
own Account, or by Commiſſion from a- 
broad; and that they are not landed, or 
intended-to be landed in any Part of 
Ereat- Britain, you having the Direttion 


of the Voyage. 


On theſe laſt Words lies the Objection; 


for no Merchant has the Direction of the 
Voyage. This belongs to the Owners, 


and the Captain of the Ship; and the Per- 


ſon who ſhips his Goods on board, only 
takes a Bill of Loading, and cannot poſ- 
ſibly anſwer for the Captain, if he will 
ſteer to another Place beſides that which 
he promiſed to go to: Of this there was 


a few Years ago a famous Trial, by Way 


of Information, againſt one of the Alder- 
men of the City of London. This Gentle- 
man had ſold a Parcel of Tobacco free on 


board, as the Cuſtom is; and by ſo doing 


was intitled to the Drawback, and conſe- 


quent ly obliged to take this Oath; his 
Tobacco was, according to the Bill of 
Loading, conſigned to Holland; but, in- 
* f Tag 
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ſtead of that, the Captain went to Treland 
or Scotland, and there run his Tobacco: 
Ten or twelve Years after, the Alderman 
Was attacked by Way of Information, and 
tho' the Council who pleaded againſt him 
conf ſſed, that their appeared no Fraud 
in him, neither that he had been privy to 
the altering of the Voyage, yet by his 
Oath he was found guilty, according to 
the Letter of the Law, and condemned in 
the Penalty. 
If we ſeriouſly then conſider the Nature 
of an Oath, that it is a ſolemn Appeal to 
God as a Witneſs of our Veracity, to God 
from whoſe Knowledge nothing is hid, to 
God who is the Patron and Protector of 
Truth, and the Avenger of Falſhood, 
what muſt. we think our Puniſhment will 
be, when we invoke him thus ſlightly, and 
often falſly. This perhaps may be called 
Preaching, and ſo be ridiculed; But I am 
not aſhamed to ſay, that I firmly believe 
the Almighty will never permit the falſe, 
Swearer to go unpuniſhed ; and therefore, 
when the Sin of Perjury once becomes ge- 
neral, I have my Fears that he may look 
upon it as a National Sin. Aud hall not 
God be.avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? 
But, to return from this ſhort Digreſſion, 
let us now obſerve the ſeveral Benefits 


Which this new Scheme of raiſing 6000000/, 
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a Year affords; the very Manner of col- 
lecting the Duty will be one Advantage 


for when each Houſe is once taxed, what 
Trouble is it to pay the ſaid yearly Tax ? 


I would fix the Quantum on a Plate of 


Braſs, as they mark Houſes inſured againſt 
Fire, and there could be no Diſpute. 
For this Purpoſe I would have a Recei- 


ver-General in each County, one of the 


moſt ſubſtantial Inhabitants, and of the 


moſt approved Character, who could give 


good Security; and, in order to procure 
ſuch a one, I would allow him for himſelf, 
and his Collectors, and neceſſary Clerks 
under him, a Salary of no leſs than Four 
per Cent. out of all the Money he ſhould 


receive and return into the Exchequer. 


This would be ſo noble and generous a 
Payment, that it could not fail of being 
deſired by the beſt Man of each County, 
The Charges upon the whole Revenue, by 
that Means, would be 240000 /. which is 
now computed at above One Million. 
Whether this ſaving, and turning out, or 
rendring uſeleſs ſuch a Number of Officers 


as are now employed, will promote or dif- 


courage this Scheme, 'Time will ſhew ; but 
I hope, that when His Majeſty, the Mi- 


niſtry, and Parliament, will pleaſe to con- 


ſider the vaſt Debts already contracted, 
the great Sums which are now yearly wan- 
ted, the high Duties which Merchants and 
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| Traders lie under, they will poſtpone all 
other political Conſiderations, and have 


nan Eye to the True Intereſt of the Nation 


in-general, and of its Trade, from which 
all Benefit muſt ariſe, in particular. 
In the laſt Place, fince I would willin oly 
las my Scheme for the Good of 56 
whole Community, and, at the ſame Time, 
not to the Prejudice of any individual 
Member, if it could be avoided, I would 
be very willing that the Parliament ſhould 
conſider all thoſe, who, by this Scheme, 


would loſe their preſent Employments. Let 


their Salary be continued to them upon 
the ſame Foot they have it now, or du- 

ring their Lives, and this perhaps would 
Induce them to look with a favourable Eye 
on our Deſign. 

That ſomething like a Scheme of this 
Nature is expedient, or rather abfolutely 
neceſſary, Iam more convinced than [ cars 
to expreſs, for I would not willingly give 


an Handle to our Enimies to entertain 


a mean Opinion of us. I know we are a 
rich and wealthy Nation, and have great 
Reſources; but conſider what the ſacred 
Hiſtory reports of the Riches of Solomon: 
His Freaſure was immenſe, ſuch as enabled 


him to build a Temple at Zern/alem, (ac- 


to the Computation of learned 
Yet 


cording 
Men) of almoſt incredible Value. 


his Riches 4 — ſince e the | 
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Place where the Temple ſtood, and even 


Jeruſalem itſelf, that contained it, is ſcarce- 
ly now to be found. God forbid that this - 
ſhould ever chance to be our Caſe, by g0- 
ing beyond our Strength. 
Recollect now, into one (ors Views tho 
ſeveral Conveniences attending this new 
Scheme, in its whole Extent, _ 
Conſider, Firſt, the Evils it aims to 
prevent; ſuch as Frauds and Colluſions, 
in running of Goods, vexatious ſearching 
of Shops and Warehouſes, a numerous 
Band of Officers, who are a great Charge 
and Burden upon the Publick, frequent 


Bfrivolous and vexatious Law-Suits; and 


above all, Equivocations with Oaths, or 
downright Perjuries. 
Obſerve, Secondly, the poſitive actual 
Advantage it will bring to the Baſt-1n- 
dia Company, to the Merchant, to the 
Conſumer of the Goods of all Sorts, to the. 
Publick Funds, and, in ſhort, to the Na- 
tion in general, as well as to the moſt. 
uſeful (tho' at preſent moſt unhappy and. 
moſt burdened Part of it) the Poor. 4 
Add to this, that it would be a Means of | 


making Ereat- Britain, what is called in 1 | 
the — Stile, a Free-Port, (a Cir- 


cumſtance very defirable by every Well; 
Wiſher to this Country) and then ſee whe- 


ther it does not 3 the Care of every 
worthy, 


„ 


|=& not pretend to have advanced this Scheme 
2s one that will be attended with no Diff 
|  flealties, er liable to no Objections. Wl 
fre very clearly that there muſt be ſom 


SGoods which may be imported from A 
broad, and would interfere with our owt 


Bat 1 am perſuaded, when theſe Regula 

Tions come to be made, if Merchants ac 
toally in Trade were conſulted upon them 
and ebe Wildom of the Legiſlature would 


take into Conſideration what are the pro- 


pereſt and moſt effectual Methods for the 
F Eneouragement of Trade and Navigati- 


5 Werd wee into a Scheme, which might 


1 Scheme, it might be ſaid of us, as It was 
1 in ancient Time of Tyre, 
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| gy Putter! + to Ke ſuch a Schell if 
I; + it ean be) feaſible and: practicable. MM 
I tave ſaid, at the Beginning, that I dy : 


Regulations upon ſome certain Species oil 


Manufactures, ' as” well as upon othery 
where Regard muſt be had to Treaties, 


leaſed to interpoſe its Aſſiſtance, anc 


on: I fay, with this Concurrence, I am 
perſuaded ſome of theſe Hints might be 
make this Kingdom proſper and flouriſh: 

I ſhall, ſor my own Part, Tejoice to have 
contributed my Mite, and happy ſhould 1 
think myſelf, if, in Conſequence of ſuch 


That their Merchants are Or; bh Fer 
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